
  

  

Common Worship – A Service of the Word – 28/11/2021 
 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Greeting. 
 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
 
All and also with you. 
 
Opening Prayer: 
 
All Faithful God, whose word is life: come with saving power to free our praise, inspire our prayer and shape our lives 
for the kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Hymn 
1   O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
    and ransom captive Israel, 
    that mourns in lonely exile here, 
    until the Son of God appear: 
 
      Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
      shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
2   O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free 
    thine own from Satan's tyranny; 
    from depths of hell thy people save, 
    and give them victory o'er the grave: 
 
3   O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
    our spirits by thine advent here; 
    disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
    and death's dark shadows put to flight: 
 
4   O come, thou Key of David, come, 
    and open wide our heavenly home; 
    make safe the way that leads on high, 
    and close the path to misery: 
 
5   O come, O come, thou Lord of Might, 
    who to thy tribes, on Sinai's height, 
    in ancient times didst give the law 
    in cloud and majesty and awe: 
 
John Mason Neale ( 1818-1866)* 
translated from Latin Advent Antiphons 
Reproduced from Ancient & Modern Electronic Words Edition, number 45 CCL2097 
 
  



  

  

Prayers of Penitence 
 
Come, let us return to the Lord and say:  
All Lord our God, in our sin we have avoided your call. Our love for you is like a morning cloud, like the dew that goes 
away early. Have mercy on us; deliver us from judgement; bind up our wounds and revive us; in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
May the God of love bring us back to himself, forgive us our sins, and assure us of his eternal love in Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  
All Amen. 
 
 The Lighting of the Advent Candles 
 
The Collect 
 
The Word 
First reading:  
 
Hymn 
1   All I once held dear, built my life upon, 
    all this world reveres, and wars to own, 
    all I once thought gain I have counted loss; 
    spent and worthless now, compared to this. 
 
      Knowing you, Jesus,  
        knowing you, 
      there is no greater thing. 
      You're my all, you're the best, 
      you're my joy, my righteousness, 
       and I love you, Lord. 

2   Now my heart's desire is to know you more, 
    to be found in you and known as yours. 
    To possess by faith what I could not earn, 
    all-surpassing gift of righteousness. 
 
3   Oh, to know the power of your risen life, 
    and to know you in your sufferings. 
    To become like you in your death, my Lord, 
    so with you to live and never die. 
 
Graham Kendrick (b.1950) 
Reproduced from Ancient & Modern Electronic Words Edition, number 585 
Words and Music: (c) 1993, Graham Kendrick / Make Way Music Ltd, PO Box 320, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. TN2 9DE UK. 
<www.grahamkendrick.co.uk> Used by permission. CCL2097 
 
Second reading:  
 
Sermon 
 
  



  

  

Hymn 
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  
let earth receive her King;  
let every heart prepare him room,  
and heaven and nature sing,  
and heaven and nature sing,  
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.  
 
2 Joy to the world, the Saviour reigns!  
let all their songs employ;  
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains  
repeat the sounding joy,  
repeat the sounding joy,  
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.  
 
3 He rules the world with truth and grace,  
and makes the nations prove  
the glories of his righteousness  
and wonders of his love,  
and wonders of his love,  
and wonders, wonders of his love.  
 
ISAAC WATTS (1674-1748) Used by permission. CCL2097 
 
 The Creed: Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.  
All Though he was divine, he did not cling to equality with God, but made himself nothing. Taking the form of a slave, 
he was born in human likeness. He humbled himself and was obedient to death, even the death of the cross. 
Therefore God has raised him on high, and given him the name above every name: that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
Intercessions: The following or another form may be used: We pray for God’s faithfulness to be known in our world. In a 
world of change and hope, of fear and adventure; faithful God 
 
All glorify your name. 
 
In human rebellion and obedience, in our seeking and in our finding; faithful God 
 
All glorify your name. 
 
In the common life of our society, in prosperity and need; faithful God 
 
All glorify your name. 
 
As your church proclaims your goodness in words and actions; faithful God 
 
All glorify your name. 
 
Among our friends and in our homes; faithful God 
 
All glorify your name. 
 



  

  

In our times of joy, in our days of sorrow; faithful God 
 
All glorify your name. 
 
In our strengths and triumphs, in our weakness and at our death; faithful God 
 
All glorify your name. 
 
In your saints in glory and on the day of Christ’s coming; faithful God 
 
All glorify your name. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
All Our Father, who art in heaven 
Hallowed be Thy name 
Thy Kingdom come 
Thy will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven 
Give us today our daily bread 
Forgive us our trespasses 
As we forgive those who trespass against us 
Lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory 
For ever and ever 
Amen. 
 
Hymn  
LORD, THE LIGHT OF YOUR LOVE is shining, 
In the midst of the darkness, shining; 
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us, 
Set us free by the truth You now bring us, 
Shine on me, shine on me. 
 
Shine, Jesus, shine, 
Fill this land with the Father?s glory; 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, 
Set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow, 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy; 
Send forth Your word, 
Lord, and let there be light. 
 
Lord, I come to Your awesome presence, 
From the shadows into Your radiance; 
By the blood I may enter Your brightness, 
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness. 
Shine on me, shine on me. 
 
 



  

  

As we gaze on Your kingly brightness 
So our faces display Your likeness. 
Ever changing from glory to glory, 
Mirrored here may our lives tell Your story. 
Shine on me, shine on me. Graham Kendrick. Copyright ¸ 1987 Make Way Music. A&M719 CCL2097 
 
Ending:  
All Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Hymn 
1 Make way, make way, for Christ the King  
in splendour arrives.  
Fling wide the gates and welcome him  
into your lives.  
Make way! Make way for the King of kings!  
Make way! Make way and let his kingdom in!  
 
2 He comes the broken hearts to heal,  
the prisoners to free.  
The deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance,  
the blind shall see.  
 
3 And those who mourn with heavy hearts,  
who weep and sigh,  
with laughter, joy and royal crown  
he'll beautify.  
 
4 We call you now to worship him  
as Lord of all,  
to have no other gods but him:  
their thrones must fall!  
 
GRAHAM KENDRICK (b. 1950)  
Words and Music: © 1986, Administered by worshiptogether.com Songs excl. UK & Europe, administered by 
Kingswaysongs, a division of David C Cook <tym@kingsway.co.uk> Used by permission CCL2097 
 


